
 

 

API Website www.apibakersfield.com June 2025 

 
General Meeting: 
Tuesday, June 17th, 2025  

Event:—API Scholarship Night 

Location:  
LEGENDS                            
7900 Downing Ave Ste B, 
Bakersfield, CA 93308  

Schedule: 
Event    6:00 PM—8:30 PM 

Price: $40 Per Person Early, 
$45 at the door. 

 
Event Sponsors: 
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Normal General Meeting Reservations @ LEGENDS 

Please pay at API General Meeting at LEGENDS - Energy 
API - San Joaquin Valley Chapter (apibakersfield.com)  by 

Noon the Friday prior to the event Include your dinner 
choice of steak, chicken, fish, or vegetarian. It is important 

that we have an accurate head count with food 
selections turned in to the LEGENDS before the event. 
Your timely response ensures appropriate seating is made 

available  and that everyone gets their preferred dinner 
choice.  
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The Chairman’s Corner 

Dear Members, 

As June arrives, it brings with it the warmth of 
summer and longer, sun-filled days. As 
temperatures rise, don’t forget to stay hydrated 
and take care in the heat. 

Reflecting on May, it was a dynamic and rewarding 
month for the API. On May 16th, we hosted our 
annual API Golf Tournament, welcoming nearly 
100 teams across two scenic courses. We extend our heartfelt thanks to the 
API staff, dedicated golfers, and generous local business partners who helped 
make the event a great success. 

We also proudly held our annual OCDI (Dance Hunger Away) event, which, in 
just its second year, has become a meaningful tradition. Through the 
incredible support of our community, we raised approximately $2,200 for the 
Golden Empire Gleaners food bank—a powerful example of collective 
compassion for those in need. 

Looking ahead, we are eagerly preparing for our annual Student Scholarship 
Night on Tuesday, June 17th. This special evening honors the hard work and 
potential of 26 exceptional students as we award nearly $100,000 in 
scholarships. It marks a significant moment in our year—one that highlights 
our commitment to supporting education and the future of Kern County. 

We’re sincerely grateful to everyone who supports the mission of the API. Your 
involvement helps us continue making a lasting impact throughout Bakersfield 
and beyond, reinforcing the values of community, service, and progress. 

June also launches our annual Oil Can Do It food drive—be sure to check out 
the flyer in this month’s newsletter for details! 

Feel free to reach out to me at jchafin@calcoastacidizing.com or 
apibakersfieldchapter@gmail.com or call 661.343.7900. 

John Chafin - 2025 API Chairman 
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API Board Member News: Posted on behalf of the API SJV Chapter Board 
of Directors: One of our Board members, Vincent Rodriguez, was recently diagnosed 
with cancer and is undergoing treatment. Vincent is a valuable member of our Board 
and the California Oil and Gas industry. He works for a local acidizing company and 
his dedication to our industry shines through his volunteer efforts with Education and 
STEM. He serves as the API SJV Chapter Secretary and even entertains us as the 
DJ at past Oil Baron’s Balls. A heartfelt thank you for prayers for our friend as we wish 
him a speedy recovery. If you are in a position to support him and his family, please 
consider contributing to his expenses through Vincent’s GoFundMe page. Let's come 
together to offer our support and well-wishes to Vincent.  
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API 2025 Scholarship Night 

Topic: Education - A Key to your Future: This presentation is a mes-
sage to all of our scholarship recipients. It begins with the feelings of becoming a re-
cipient and follows through to the things they need to consider as they pursue their 
educations and eventually go into the world as graduates and potential employees.  

Mike Handren is the Scholarship Chairman of the San Joaquin 
Valley Chapter of the American Petroleum Institute. After receiv-
ing his BS degree in Petroleum Engineering from Texas Tech Uni-
versity he went to work for Getty Oil Company in Levelland, Texas 
as an engineer. He went to work for Petro-Lewis Corporation in 
1980 and received various engineering assignments in West Tex-
as, Rocky Mountains, Louisiana, and South Texas before being 
transferred to Bakersfield in 1984. He worked in California for thir-
ty-two years in Operations Management for a number of oil com-
panies, including Petro-Lewis Corporation, Santa Fe Energy, 
Monterey Resources, Texaco, Nuevo Energy, PXP and Its       

successor Freeport McMoRan until March 2017.   

He is on the boards of the PPGA, the San Joaquin Valley Chapter of the API and the 
Pyles Boys Camp. He is also active on the Wildcat Committee where he writes and 
performs for the annual Wildcat Hijinks, and was a cast member and CEO of Black 
Gold Productions.  

He is the proud father of Stanley and Lindsay, a couple of great young 
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Last Months Event: Thank you, TEX PISTOLS for a 
fun industry night of music, dancing, and social 

networking. Don’t miss the next event... 
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Oil Can Do it Kick Off: This week, the local oil industry hosted a burrito 
breakfast to kick off the annual Oil Can Do It! Community Food Drive! Every summer, 
the industry comes together to support the Golden Empire Gleaners food bank 
through a friendly competition involving API/Berry Corporation, Chevron SJVBU, and 
California Resources Corporation. From June 1st to August 31st, these teams collect 
non-perishable food items and cash donations to benefit the Gleaners. Get involved 
by reaching out to API or your company to contribute and assist in keeping the Glean-
ers' pantry well-stocked. Together, let's make a difference in our community through 
this impactful campaign! #oilindustry #kerncounty #fooddrive #energyexcellence  
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API SJV Community Involvement Event 
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O&G Traveling Guide 
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The West Kern Oil Muse-
um, located near Highway 

33 and Wood Street in 
Taft, is a treasure trove of 
information about the his-
tory of Taft and documen-
tation of the petroleum in-

dustry.  Maintained and 
operated entirely by volun-

teers, the West Kern Oil 
Museum includes indoor 

and outdoor meeting 
spaces, vintage ofÞce, 

shops, and equipment, a 
Þre house, a tent house, a 

shotgun house, a trans-
portation building, a tool 

house, a library, and a gift 
shop. The West Kern Oil Mu-
seum was founded in 1973 by 
Þve women in Taft.  Karen K, 

Sally Knost, Cruzan, Fran Sul-
livan, and Janice Lemley. Un-

der the Þne leadership of 
Jane Kinsey, Ron Bracken 
and many industry leaders 
the Museum started to take 

shape. 
 

Visiting Hours 
Fridays & Saturdays 

10am - 4pm 
Contact Us 

westkernoilmuseum@gmail.com 
(661) 765-6664 

O&G Traveling Guide 

Jameson Trust was a gener-
ous donor that provided the 
property where the museum 
is located to this day.  Jame-
son #17 is the site where our 

Wooden Derrick stands to 
this day.  This well was still 

active until 2005 when it was 
abandoned.  At that time the 
wooden derrick had to be re-

furbished and largely torn 
down and rebuilt. Berry Hold-
ing, Chevron, Texaco, Fred 
Holmes and many other oil 
companies and generous 
community members be-

came very active in donating 
buildings, equipment and ex-
pertise to help the museum 

blossom into what it is today. 
A treasure in Taft that pro-

vides fun and information for 
all that visit. 
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Oil and gas made products are all around us 

MORE SHOULD BE MADE USING CALIFORNIA OIL! 
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API SJV Adopt a Highway: 

  Meet Tim Frame at the corner of Rosedale Hwy and Hwy 43 at 7 am 
for Free Breakfast at Golden Bull. Wear warm clothing and close-toed 
shoes. Vests, hard hat, gloves, pickers, and bags will be provided. All 
volunteers will be entered in a drawing for a $25 gift card. Prizes for 

most valuable and most unique find. 

 

San Joaquin Valley Chapter 
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As part of API’s mission to give back to 
our local community through college 
scholarships for those pursuing petrole-
um based degrees and other local edu-
cational programs, API has created a 
corporate sponsorship package that in-
cludes membership and tickets to our 
annual events.  

We want to personally thank CRC, 
Chevron, Enterprise Mobility, and 
Marla Maples Scholarship for being 
API’s corporate sponsors and look 

forward to seeing their employees at our future events.  

There are several sponsor packages available for each business to de-
cide what is best for them.  

(All packages are customizable based on your company preference and requirements) 

 
 

API Platinum Sponsorship Package $25,000 

 

API Silver Sponsorship Package $15,000 

 

API Black Gold Sponsorship Package $10,000 

 

API Black Bronze Sponsorship Package $5,000 

 
We look forward to signing more up in the months to come. If you have any 
questions, please reach out to the API at apibakersfieldchapter@gmail.com 

or Visit link Below 
https://www.apibakersfield.com/news-events/pay-online/sponsorship-payments/ [apibakersfield.com] 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 

Silver Corporate Sponsor 

Corporate Sponsor 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 

Corporate Sponsor 

Corporate Sponsor - Marla Maples Scholarship 
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Networking Events 

If you are interested in sponsoring an event, please contact                                             
Todd Bivens, tbivens@bak.rr.com. 

We plan to have another event planned soon — more details to follow!   
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API “2025” Membership Renewal 

Please go to website and pay you 2025 API Membership,  

please contact Scott Bender, sbender024@gmail.com. 
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API Website Information: 

Need to pay for your monthly meeting?  How about that membership that you’ve 
been meaning to renew?  Or that event that you’re sponsoring...visit the API 
website!   

Start paying the easy way with API’s Pay Online options. 

The website also has a lot of information about our chapter’s events.                                                                   
Visit the website today and see what you’re missing! 

Contact David Budy, with any comments or issues with the site,DBudy@senƟnelpeakresources.com. 

https://www.apibakersfield.com/ [apibakersfield.com]  
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Meet the 2025 API SJV Board: 

Back Row– L to R: Mike Handren, Scott Bender, Spencer Thompson, Vincent Rodri-

guez, Amy Galanski, David Budy, Michael Martinez, Todd Bivens, Scott Hamilton, Jim 

Roberts, James Haney, Dustin Trahan,  

Front Row– L to R: James McClard, Linda McClard, Ryan Knapp, Jeff Hanson, Tim 

Frame, Justin Fantasky, Molly Fantasky, John Chafin, Loni Tierney, Sandy Sons, Bill 

Graham, Robin Brassfield-Cooper, John Sanders                                                                                   

Not Pictured: Bill Graham, Anibal Araya, Lindsay Barnes, Ryan Nelson, Eric Bartz, 

Brian Burt, Gary Watts, Aaron Altamirano, Kaylene Ransome, Jay Haney. 
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Visit the API Facebook 
page at  

 

 

View upcoming events 
and photos from past 

events. To submit photos 
from API events, please 

send an email to Kaylene 
Ransom @kaylene.ransom 

@anacapa.com 

 
Have you joined API’s 

LinkedIn Group?   

 

 

This group is also managed 
by Kaylene Ransom Join 

today and see what every-
one is talking about. 

2025 API Upcoming Events 

Saturday , June 14th API Adopt a Highway 

Tuesday, June 17th  API Scholarship Night 

Tuesday, July 15th  API General MeeƟng      
Alan PiƩs - Chevron 

Tuesday, August 19th  API General MeeƟng    
Chris Ellis - Coso 

Saturday, September 13th   API Adopt a Highway 

Tuesday, September 16th  API Event 

Tuesday, October 21st  API General MeeƟng   
Travis Hurst - CRC 

Saturday, December 13th   API Adopt a Highway 
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API Facebook  

 

 

Visit the API 
Facebook page at  

View upcoming 
events and photos 
from past events.  

 API Website 

Have you looked at  
API’s Website?   

2025 API Coastal Upcoming Events 

Friday, June 20th  API Coastal Chapter BBQ                                                                       
LocaƟon: OST Park, Ventura, Ca 

Friday, July 18th  API Coastal Chapter BBQ                                                                       
LocaƟon: OST Park, Ventura, Ca 

Friday, August 15th   API Coastal Chapter BBQ                                                                       
LocaƟon: OST Park, Ventura, Ca 

Friday, September 19th  API Coastal Chapter BBQ                                                                       
LocaƟon: OST Park, Ventura, Ca 

Friday, October 17th   API Coastal Chapter BBQ                                                                       
LocaƟon: OST Park, Ventura, Ca 

Friday, November 21st   API Coastal Chapter BBQ                                                                       
LocaƟon: OST Park, Ventura, Ca 
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Art In the Oil & Gas Industry 

 

"Sunburst - Pumping Unit"  Home | Art Gallery of Greg Evans (evansart.com)  
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Feature of the month: Black Gold of JoAnn Cowans 
Oilfield artist JoAnn Cowans, a founding member of the American Oil & Gas Historical Society in 2003, has do-
nated many artworks to community museums. She also collaborated with Loyola Marymount University De-
partment of Archives and Small Collections on an urban archaeology project of Venice and Playa del Ray.  

 

By painting derricks in the 1960s, Cowans documented a history when few if any of her generation thought to 
do so. According to the magazine American Art Review, “Few artists, however, were devoted to the subject of 
the oil industry in the 1960s. Stylistically, artists were interested in the modernist concerns of abstraction and 
expression, rather than documentation or narrative.” 
In recognition of the 2009 150th anniversary of America’s first oil discovery, this talented California painter 
(many of her works are in corporate, private and museum collections) published a “gallery edition coffee ta-
ble book.” 
Black Gold, the Artwork of JoAnn Cowans includes 42 paintings. With her canvas, paints and easel (and later, a 
hard hat), she captured for posterity an important part of what is today the nation’s third largest oil produc-
ing state. One-hundred years earlier, in the 1860s, the first oil derricks began appearing in California. Oil was 
so plentiful here that it bubbled up out of the ground. See Discovering the La Brea Tar Pits. 

 

Edward Doheny discovered the Los Angeles oilfield in 1892.  By 1910, California produced 77 million barrels 
of oil. In Venice, the Ohio Oil Company completed a well in 1929 on county property just east of the city’s 
Grand Canal. This is where Cowans painted many derrick scenes. Her collection includes stories about Cali-
fornia oilfields of the 1960s and more recent of paintings: Black Gold, the Artwork of JoAnn Cowans. 

“Once seen, the depth and significance of her work becomes clear,” noted her publisher. “Her place in plain 
air painting and her own unique view helps us see the majesty of the oil tower.” 

 
“Derricks by the Road” painting by JoAnn Cowans 

 
JoAnn Cowens of Fullerton, California, has been painting the state’s prolific oilfields since the 1960s. Her work preserves der-

ricks long since removed. 
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Newsletter Sponsorship 
If you are interested in helping API while advertising your company, the 
newsletter sponsorship is a great way to do it.  Not only is your company 
displayed in the newsletter, but we also show the same ad on our website and 
at the general meetings during dinner and between speakers. 

There are options for business card, half page, and full page ads.  All options 
are available for a entire calendar year. 

Payments can be made online at 
www.apibakersfield.com or by providing 
payment to Loni Tierney 
lbeattie@slb.com.  Graphics, ads can 
be provided to Dustin Trahan, 
dtrahan8@slb.com  

Size Yearly 

Business Card $200 

Half Page $700 

Full Page $1,400 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 

 

                                                  
Sandy Sons Ward  

Cell: 661.747.7183             
Email: sandy@imprint4us.com 

Web: www.imprint4us.com  

ASI # 230125                     
PPAI # 281409 

Bakersfield, CA 93308               
Since 1995 

For only $200 you can place a business 
card Ad for the year. All ads go to benefit 

the API Scholarships For more infor-
mation please Reach out to                      

Dustin Trahan 661-549-9211 or                                    
by email: dtrahan8@slb.com 



CHAIRMAN 
John Chafin 

Cal-Coast Acidizing 
661-343-7900 

jchafin@calcoastacidizing.com 

VICE CHAIRMAN 
Amy Galanski 

Chevron 
661-496-1711 

amygalanski@chevron.com 

TREASURER 
Loni Tierney 

SLB 
805-290-9603 

lbeattie@slb.com 

SECRETARY 
Vincent Rodriguez 
Cal-Coast Acidizing 

661-599-5690 
vrodriguez@calcoastacidizing.com 

MEMBERSHIP 
Scott Bender 

Retired 
661-529-5246 

sbender024@gmail.com 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 

 

For only $200 you can place a business 
card Ad for the year. All ads go to benefit 

the API Scholarships For more information 
please Reach out to Dustin Trahan 661-549-

9211 or by email: dtrahan8@slb.com 


