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General Meeting 

Tuesday, July 21 2015 

Guest Speaker: 

Adam Alvidrez 

Community Engagement 

Specialist 

Chevron 

Technical Speaker: 

Jeff Nickell 

Executive Director 

Kern Adult Literacy Council 

Location:  

Bakersfield Petroleum Club 

5060 California Ave. 12th Floor 

Bakersfield, CA 

Schedule: 

Social Hour:  6:00PM 

Tech. Session: 6:30PM 

Dinner:   7:00PM 

Speaker:   8:00PM 

 

Price: $30.00 

 

Social Hour Sponsor: 

Jim Roberts 

Global Elastomeric 

Super Prize Sponsor: 

Jim Roberts 

Global Elastomeric 

 

The SJV Chapter of API meets the third Tuesday of each month at the Bakersfield Petroleum Club. 

Topic:  Investing in Kern County’s Future  

Adam Alvidrez is a Community Engagement 

Specialist for Chevron’s local Public Affairs office in 

Bakersfield. He is responsible for managing 

Chevron’s community engagement programs, 

statewide education initiatives, and employee 

involvement programs. He has helped to execute 

partnerships with education stakeholders, including 

K-12, higher education, and nonprofits. He has 

helped Chevron to expand rigorous project-based 

engineering curriculum from 1 to 27 schools in 4 

years, and helped expand STEM programs at BC, Taft College, and CSUB. 

Alvidrez brings about 15 years of public service, community engagement and 

partnership development with various government, nonprofit organizations, 

and key community stakeholders. The Shafter native holds a Masters Degree 

in Public Administration and Bachelors Degree in Psychology from CSUB. 

Adam currently serves on the board of directors for several local nonprofit 

organizations, including Bakersfield North Rotary. 

Adam and his wife, Tiffani (a School Counselor), are proud parents of Alex 

Ridley, Madison Ridley, Sebastian and Maxwell Alvidrez. Adam enjoys 

spending time with family, going to little league games, playing basketball, 

and wine tasting, and attending community events that support various 

nonprofit organizations. 

 

Adam Alvidrez 
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API Website: The domain has changed to .COM 

Need to pay for your membership? Visit the API website at 

www.apibakersfield.com. Start paying the easy way with API’s PayPal 

buttons!  If you wish to become an API Newsletter sponsor, please contact 

the Newsletter Editor, Jorge Haiek by e-mail at jghaiek@aeraenergy.com. 

Please list “Newsletter Sponsor” in the subject line.  



 

General Meeting Reservations: 

We have increased our attendance immensely at the API Dinner Meetings. In order to guarantee your seat and dinner 

choice (steak, chicken, salmon, or vegetarian) for the meeting, please send in your RSVP to Terra Gaines at (661) 

340-8932 or apibakersfieldchapter@gmail.com no later than 4:00 PM on Monday, July 20th. 

It is important that we have our head count and food selections turned in to the Petroleum Club the day before the 

event so the appropriate amount of tables and seating are setup in advance to accommodate the crowd. Your timely 

response is appreciated. 
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Topic:  The State of Illiteracy in Bakersfield and Kern County. 

Bakersfield and Kern County has dismal illiteracy rates.  Jeff will discuss why we have this 

problem and the solutions that are being utilized to make our community more literate.  

This will include the various programs offered by Kern Literacy Council, its partners, and 

corps of over 100 volunteers who gave 14,412 hours in 2014. 

Jeff is a native of Bakersfield having attended East Bakersfield High School and Bakersfield 

College before earning his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees at California State University, 

Bakersfield. He has served as Executive Director of the Kern Adult Literacy Council since May 

2013 after 18 years at the Kern County Museum and the Kern County Superintendent of Schools.  

Jeff has served on several boards including the Kern County Historical Society, Kern County Human Relations 

Commission, the Bakersfield Racquet Club and acted as a consultant to the African American Network.  Currently, he 

is a member of the Delano Community Alliance, treasurer of the 34th Street Neighborhood Partnership, and a 

member of the national organization Pro Literacy. 

Jeff is a prolific writer and here is a sampling of his works: 

Former Contributor and Editor, Historic Kern Quarterly 

Historic Kern County (editor and photo caption writer) 

Written hundreds of articles for Bakersfield Life Magazine and the Bakersfield Californian 

Co–author: The Curtis Darling Postcard Collection 

Author: Chronicles of Kern County 

Co-author: Hard Drivin’ Country: The Honky Tonks, Musicians, and Legends of the Bakersfield Sound 

Jeff has been married to Katie for 25 years and together they have two children: Courtney (May 2015 graduate U.C. 

Merced – Biomedical Engineering) & Christopher (sophomore at University of Wyoming – studying Computer 

Engineering). 

 

Jeff Nickell 
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Super Prize Raffle: 

We’ve got another fabulous SUPER Prize valued at over $200 courtesy of Jim Robert from Global Elastomeric. A 

BIG thank you to Jim for all he does.  Proceeds from the July Super Raffle will be donated to LightWave Education.  

The June 2015 meeting raised $1,670 for the API’s Scholarship Fund. Bring a few bucks to the July meeting and 

you could be our next winner. 

 

 

 
Bakersfield CDF Freedom School  -  Brief Description of Program  

This is a six-week summer literacy program that runs Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., starting the 4th 

Monday of every June. Program provides a reading curriculum that is interesting to children and celebrates the 

ethnic diversity in the country and the world, highlighting the ways people are the same, despite their differences. 

Program also provides two nutritious meals and one snack per day, Friday field trips, intergenerational mentoring, 

civic and social activities, and a myriad of other activities designed to promote learning and positive growth 

experiences: 

 The number of children accepted into the Summer Program is 60 or more 

 Scholar to teacher ratio is 10:1, with volunteer aides in the classroom. 

 Selection criteria for children/families is as follows: 

 Child is between 6 and 13 years old and has completed kindergarten 

 Family is able to provide transportation to and from school site 

 Family must commit to volunteering in the Program at least 1 hour/week 

 The approximate mix of children will be 60% underserved/underrepresented (lower SES) children in Bakersfield, 
and 40% from the general population 

 The Executive Director and Project Director will recruit and hire the Site Coordinator and Servant Leader Interns 

(teachers), starting in February 

 The Executive Director and Project Director will identify the children/families for the program via word of mouth, 

LightWave Education website, and media announcements.  Applications will be screened for best fit in Program 

 Application deadline for families to apply for Program is May 15th each year 
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Technical Speakers 
Sponsor: 

This month’s Technical Speaker 

session is sponsored by Jim 

Roberts from Global Elastomeric 

and Ashley McIrvin from 

Performance Contracting Inc. 

Thank you to Jim and Ashley for 

their generosity.  There will be a 

drawing held for those who 

come and actively participate in 

this learning and knowledge 

sharing event. 

API Facebook Page 

 

Visit the API Facebook page at          

https://www.facebook.com/

apibakersfieldchapter to view 

upcoming events and photos from 

past events. To submit photos 

from API events, please send an 

email to Social Media Chair 

Christina Lencioni 

christina.lencioni@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Newsletter Sponsorship 

Don’t forget to pay for your 2015 
Newsletter Sponsorship!  Pay 
online at 
www.apibakersfield.com or sub-
mit your check to API Treasurer 
Debbie Caywood. 

Size Monthly Yearly 

Business Card $30 $200 

Half Page $100 $700 

Full Page $200 $1,400 

2015 Upcoming Events: 

July 21st General Meeting 

August 18th General Meeting 

September 15th General Meeting 

October 2nd Fall Fun Shoot 

October 20th General Meeting 

November 7th API Oil Baron's Ball 

 

Thank you notes from API scholarship  recipients: 



Thank you notes from API scholarship  recipients: 
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Pictures from our June 2015 Meeting: 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 

 

Bus: (661) 589-8959 

Cell: (661) 303-1526 

Fax: (661) 589-0628 

7005 Downing Ave. 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 

Charlie Johnson – Burt 
Electric 

Bill Little – Alon USA 

Terra Gaines – Gaines 
Recruiting 

Dave Plivelich – The 
Marcom Group 

Ron McGowan – 
Downhole Stabilization 

Marcia Rodriguez – Seaco 

Sandy Muth – Agape In 
Home Care, Inc 

 

Cesar Chavez – C&H 
Testing 

Roger Putnam – Total 
Western 

Dave Muth – Muth Pump 
LLC 

Randy Brock – Downhole 
Stabilization 

Rick Lee – Ryerson 

Linda Bliss – Enterprise 
Holdings 

Jimmy Leal – Pros 

Mike McFadden – 
Outsource Solutions 

LLC 

API WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE DOOR PRIZE DONORS FOR THE JUNE  2015  MEETING 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 

http://www.muthpump.com/rodpumpsolutionforsand.php
http://www.muthpump.com/


CHAIRMAN 

Don Taft 
C & H Testing 
661-979-3047 

don@candhtesting.com 

VICE CHAIRMAN 
Terra Gaines 

Gaines Consulting 
661-340-8932 

terra@gainesrecruiting.com 

TREASURER 

Debbie Caywood 
Gassco 

661-330-8740 
d-caywood@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY 

David Muth 
Muth Pump LLC. 

661-836-1373 
david@muthpump.com 

MEMBERSHIP 

Scott Bender 
Chevron 

661-330-7917 
bendesr@chevron.com 
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mailto:dmorken@bak.rr.com

