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General MeeƟng 

Tuesday, February 18, 2014 

Guest Speaker: 

Richard Strickland  

Director of Airports 

Kern County 

Technical Session: 

Marco A. Estrada 

Business Development Manager 

Pavement Recycling Systems Inc. 

LocaƟon:  

Bakersfield Petroleum Club 

5060 California Ave. 12th Floor 

Bakersfield, CA 

Schedule: 

Social Hour:  6:00PM 

Tech. Session: 6:30PM 

Dinner:   7:00PM 

Speaker:   8:00PM 

 

Price: $25.00 

February Social Hour 

Sponsor: 

Jim Roberts 

Global Elastomeric Products 

 

 

The SJV Chapter of API meets the third Tuesday of each month at the Bakersfield Petroleum Club. 

Richard assumed the Kern County Director of 

Airports posiƟon on May 13, 2013, which operates 

through a self‐sustaining Airport Enterprise Fund.   

Richard manages general aviaƟon and commercial 

air service for seven airports including the Meadows 

Field commercial airport serving Denver, Houston, 

Los Angeles, Phoenix, and San Francisco.  

Richard has more than 15 years of experience in internaƟonal airport 

management. Prior to Richard’s appointment as Director, he managed 

aviaƟon for San Diego InternaƟonal Airport.  Before that, he was assistant 

Airport Director of aviaƟon services at Detroit InternaƟonal Airport and he 

began his career as deputy director of Palm Springs InternaƟonal Airport. In 

these posiƟons, Richard oversaw property leasing and airline relaƟonships, 

managed operaƟng and capital budgets, conducted revenue analysis and 

developed capital financing plans. 

Richard has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business with a concentraƟon in 

finance from San Diego State University. Richard is a CerƟfied Member of the 

American AssociaƟon of Airport ExecuƟves, a Member of Airports Council 

InternaƟonal, and is a Board member of the California Airports Council. 

Topic: Fundamental Changes in the Airline Industry 

Fundamental changes have occurred in the airline industry for several 

reasons. Through repeated bankruptcies and mergers airlines have not only 

had to consolidate but change their enƟre business strategies. Not a single 

aircraŌ or airline doing business today was created with a $50 dollar barrel of 

oil in mind.  

In his speech, Mr. Strickland is going to expand on these and other changes 

going on in the airline industry. A clear division between the past rapid 

growths of airlines to the new standard will be made. The slim profit margins 

that airlines have to contend with provide an interesƟng picture where the 

airline industry is headed in the future.  

 

Richard Strickland 
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Technical Speaker 
Sponsors: 

This month’s Technical 

Session is sponsored by API 

Board Member Jim Roberts 

of Global Elastomeric 

Products and API Board 

Member David Buddy of 

Freeport‐McMoRan Oil & 

Gas. Thank you to Jim and 

David for their generosity.  

There will be a drawing held 

for those who come and 

acƟvely parƟcipate in this 

learning and knowledge 

sharing event. 

Super Prize Raffle: 

We’ve got another fabulous 

SUPER Prize valued at over 

$200 courtesy of API Board 

Member Jim Roberts of 

Global Elastomeric Products. 

A BIG thank you to Jim for all 

he does.  Proceeds from the 

February  Super Raffle will be 

donated to the API 

Scholarship Fund. The 

Janaury 2014 meeƟng raised 

$1,755 for the API 

Scholarship Fund. Bring a few 

bucks to the February 

meeƟng and you could be 

our next winner. 

 

 

 

The SJV Chapter of API meets the third Tuesday of each month at the Bakersfield Petroleum Club. 

Marco is the Business Development Manager for 

Pavement Recycling Systems of Jurupa Valley, CA.  Marco 

is a graduate of the University of Texas at AusƟn, School of 

Engineering. Over the last 20 years, he has been involved 

in both the engineering and construcƟon industries in soil 

stabilizaƟon of pavement and building foundaƟons.  He 

has been instrumental in the development of design 

standards and construcƟon methods in pracƟce today. 

Topic: Soil StabilizaƟon in Roadway ConstrucƟon 

Soil stabilizaƟon engineered technologies for both the private and public works 

sectors provide structural and economic advantages over other road construcƟon 

methods.  Soil stabilizaƟon is founded on the principle that the exisƟng on‐site 

soils are a source of materials that may be used to construct a new and stronger 

pavement layer; it is a design alternaƟve to more costly and environmentally 

unfriendly “removal and replacement” construcƟon processes.  

Specific to the needs of the API membership, the discussion will address the 

construcƟon of durable, all‐weather access, roads constructed of chemically 

stabilized exisƟng materials overlain with a chip‐seal wearing course.  The 

performance‐proven process is engineered to be structurally sound, “Green”, and 

cost effecƟve. 

 

Marco A. Estrada 
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General MeeƟng ReservaƟons: 

We have increased our aƩendance immensely at the API Dinner MeeƟngs. In 

order to guarantee your seat and dinner choice (steak, chicken, salmon, or 

vegetarian) for the meeƟng, please send in your RSVP to Julie Grassi at (661) 

632‐1400 or jgrassi@chevron.com no later than 4:00 PM on Monday, February 

17th. It is important that we have our head count and food selecƟons turned in to 

the Petroleum Club the day before the event so the appropriate amount of 

tables and seaƟng are setup in advance to accommodate the crowd. Your Ɵmely 

response is appreciated. 

 

 

API Website: 

Need to pay for your membership? Visit the API website at 

www.apibakersfield.org. Start paying the easy way with API’s PayPal buƩons!  If 

you wish to become an API NewsleƩer sponsor, please contact the NewsleƩer 

Editor, Jorge Haiek by e‐mail at jghaiek@aeraenergy.com. Please list “NewsleƩer 

Sponsor” in the subject line.  



It’s Scholarship Time! 

The San Joaquin Valley Chapter 

of API awards scholarships to 

local students pursuing a 

career in the petroleum 

industry, or a closely related 

field. The 2014 San Joaquin 

Valley API scholarship 

applicaƟon is available in this 

newsleƩer and online at 

www.apibakersfield.org 

ApplicaƟon deadline is 

Thursday April 3, 2014 so hurry 

to get your applicaƟon sent in.  

If you need assistance, 

quesƟons please contact MaƩ 

Kedzierski at (661) 665‐5919 or 

mkedzierski@aeraenergy.com 

 

API Facebook Page 

 

Visit the API Facebook page at          

facebook.com/APIBakersfield 

to view upcoming events and 

photos from past events. To 

submit photos from API events, 

please send an email to Social 

Media Chair Laurie Alexander: 

laurie_alexander@rocketmail.com 

 

The SJV Chapter of API meets the third Tuesday of each month at the Bakersfield Petroleum Club. 

It’s coming sooner than you think! Black Gold ProducƟons 2014 musical 

melodrama at their new venue, The Women’s Club of Bakersfield at 2030 18th 

Street. This will be a very fun and funny event that you will not want to miss, so 

plan your event and mark your calendar now. Performance dates are Friday 

February 28, 2014, Saturday March 1, Sunday March 2, Friday March 7, and 

Saturday March 8.  Tickets are available now and are the same price as last 

year: $20 for dinner shows and $10 for the Sunday maƟnee. Sponsorship 

opportuniƟes are also available now.  

Proceeds benefit the Kern County Cancer Fund. For Ɵckets or more informaƟon 

contact Mike Handren at 661‐330‐0423 or go to our website www.bgp‐

show.com. 
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   Presents:

2014 Upcoming Events: 

February 18th General MeeƟng 

February 28th Black Gold ProducƟons 

March 1st, 2nd, 7th, 8th  Black Gold ProducƟons 

March 18th General MeeƟng 

April 15th  General MeeƟng 

May 2nd  API Golf Tournament 

May 20th General MeeƟng 

June 17th General MeeƟng 

July 15th General MeeƟng 

August 19th  General MeeƟng 

September 16th General MeeƟng 

October 3rd  API Fall Fun Shoot 

October 21st General MeeƟng 

November 1st Oil Baron’s Ball 

December 2nd & 3rd  Annual Hijinks Show 



Sponsorship Rates 

Don’t forget to pay for your 2014 NewsleƩer Sponsorship!  

Pay online at www.apibakersfield.org or submit your check 

to API Treasurer Debbie Caywood. 
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The SJV Chapter of API meets the third Tuesday of each month at the Bakersfield Petroleum Club. 

2014 API Board  Members - Funny Faces 
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Size Monthly Full Year 

Business Card $30 $200 

Half Page $100 $700 

Full Page $200 $1,400 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 



CHAIRMAN 
Dan Sliter 

PCL 
661-343-2808 
dlsliter@pcl.com  

VICE CHAIRMAN 
Don Taft 

C & H Testing 
661-979-3074 

don@candhtesting.com 

TREASURER 
Debbie Caywood 

Gassco 
661-330-8740 

d-caywood@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY 
Terra Gaines 

Gaines Consulting 
661-340-8932 

terra@gainesrecruiting.com 

MEMBERSHIP 
Scott Bender 

Chevron 
661-330-7917 

bendesr@chevron.com 
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Bob Moore ‐ Bob Moore & 
Associates 

Danny BaƩenfield ‐ PROS 

Ed Rodriguez ‐ PROS 

Terra Gaines ‐ Gaines RecruiƟng 
Group 

Ed OƩ ‐ Braun Electric 

Kevin Calcagno ‐ Oilfield 
Environmental & Compliance 

Cal CoƩon ‐ BC Laboratories 

Pierce O’ Leary ‐ Pengo 

John Kraetsch ‐ McJunkin 

Dan TuƩle ‐ DOGGR 

David Mersereau ‐ Pengo 

Steve Sturgeon ‐ Pengo 

Rick Peace ‐ Wiki’s 

Rick Peace ‐ White Wolf Land Service 

Skip Carleton ‐ Cannon 

Michael Sears ‐ C & H TesƟng 

Joe Billingsley ‐ NaƟonal Oilwell 
Varco 

Dave Muth ‐ Muth Pumps 

Dave Plivelich ‐ Petroleum Club 

Ron Bender ‐ McJunkin 

Angie Poole ‐ PROS 

Ron McGowan ‐ Downhole 
StabilizaƟon 

Sandi Billingsley ‐ Proline Systems 
Inc. 

Allen Salazar ‐ McJunkin 

Noor Saba ‐ Processes Unlimited 

Linda Bliss ‐ Enterprise Holdings 

Ryan UƩ ‐ Jameson SpecialƟes Inc. 

Robin Brassfield Cooper ‐ Robin’s 
Enviro Vac 

Charlie McWhorter ‐ Processes 
Unlimited 

API WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE DOOR PRIZE DONORS FOR THE JANUARY 2014  MEETING 



 
 

2014 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
 
Dear Student Applicant, 
 
   The American Petroleum Institute San Joaquin Valley Chapter awards scholarships to 
young men and women who wish to pursue a career in the petroleum industry or a closely 
related field. These scholarships are awarded to hard working, dedicated and deserving 
students who are graduating high school seniors who will be attending college in the fall 
or already attending college.  When submitting your applications for consideration, we 
expect students to be straightforward and sincere. 
 
PLEASE SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING: 
 

1. Scholarship Application Data Sheet (attached): You may organize the information 
required on the Data Sheet in resume form if you wish. 

 
2. Letters of Recommendation: A minimum of two and a maximum of three recent 

letters.  A school instructor who is familiar with your current academic 
accomplishments should submit one of these letters. 

 
3. Academic Transcript: Must be on high school/college/university letterhead.  Please 

submit current or most recent transcript showing courses taken and grades earned 
during the past two years. 

 
4. Proof of Enrollment: Recipient must be enrolled as a full time student (12 or more 

credit hours) at an accredited college or university. Proof of enrollment must be 
received prior to disbursement of scholarship funds and is not required at time of 
submittal.  

 
5. Essay: Please submit a short essay of approximately 500 words for each of the 

following subjects (written by you) discussing the following questions: see next 
page.  
 

6. Email Documents:  Applications will be required to be emailed to all committee 
members. Scan and attach all documents.  If necessary, you need to mail them we 
will accept them but prefer all correspondence by email. Any hardships please 
contact scholarship chair. Contact information below.  
 

7. Email Documents to: 
 

 Matt Kedzierski – Scholarship Chairman – mkedzierski@aeraenergy.com  
 Charles McWhorter- Scholarship Committee – cmcwhorter@prou.com 
 Chris Jones- Scholarship committee – cnpjones44@yahoo.com 



 
2014 Scholarship Essay Questions 

 
 
 
Essay Question #1: 
 
Monterey Shale vs. Bakken Shale 

There has been a great boom in the petroleum industry with the increase in production and 
development of the various shale plays throughout the United States.  California is in the 
beginning stages of this boom with the exploration and upcoming development of the 

Monterey Shale. 

With the potential development of the Monterey Shale in Central California, how will the 

infrastructure of the area be affected by the influx of new jobs and people and how will this 
be different than the boom that occurred in North Dakota with the development of the 

Bakken Shale? 

Essay Question #2: 
 
Hydraulic Fracturing Regulations: 

Two years after France became the first to ban hydraulic fracturing; many states have either 
followed suite, or are either considering a ban or imposing heavy restrictions and 
regulations on the petroleum industry. France is now realizing that this restriction is bad 
for their struggling economy and was not based on proven technical data. Because the 
advances in hydraulic fracturing have led to an eightfold increase in shale gas production 
over the past decade, currently proposed bans and restriction have not only operators 
worried, but the general population as well who will undoubtedly face higher energy costs.  

Explain what effects a total ban and heavy regulations on this practice could have on the 
US economy and in particular, the local oil and gas industry. 
 
Informal Informational Question:  
 
Describe how your course of study relates to the energy, oil & gas industry, and your 
projected role after you graduate. Describe why you want to pursue a career in the energy, 
oil & gas industry.   
 

 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: THURSDAY, APRIL 03, 2014 

 



APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
 
Applications must be received no later than: Thursday, April 03, 2014.  Post mark 
dated April 03, 2014 if received by mail to below address. Hand delivered by 4:00 pm to 
address below. Post dated email by 11:59 pm to email addresses below. Again, email is 
preferred.  
 
Scholarship recipients will be contacted by Friday, May 02, 2014 by email.  
 
Scholarship recipients, or their approved proxies, must be present on awards night, 
Tuesday, June 17, 2014. Information will follow.  
 
EVALUATION CRITERIA: 
 

1. All information must be complete, accurate, and verifiable. 
 
2. Recipient must be enrolled as a full time student (12 or more credit hours) at an 

accredited college or university. Be a current or past resident of Kern County or 
attend a Kern County college or university.  

 
3. The selected essay questions must be addressed completely.  The essay will be 

evaluated on content, grammar, organization and originality. 
 

4. Applications will be evaluated based upon the factors written above as well as: 
letters of recommendation, academics, community involvement, activities, and 
relation to a member of the SJV Chapter of the API. Commitment to the oil industry 
and community.   

 
Please note: Being directly related to an API member is not necessary to receive 
an API scholarship, nor does it guarantee you will receive one. 

 
 
SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION WITH OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS TO: 
 

Matt Kedzierski 
 Aera Energy LLC  

10000 Ming Ave  
Bakersfield CA 93311  

 Re-API Scholarship Application 
 

We look forward to receiving your timely application.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Matt Kedzierski at (661) 665-5919 or mkedzierski@aeraenergy.com 
. 
Charles McWhorter- Scholarship Committee – cmcwhorter@prou.com 
Chris Jones- Scholarship committee – cnpjones44@yahoo.com 
 
Email is preferred  



 APPLICATION DEADLINE: THURSDAY, APRIL 03, 2014 
 

AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY CHAPTER 

 
2014 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION DATA SHEET 

 
Name:  

Telephone #                                E-mail:  

Mailing Address:  

High school attending (if applicable):  

College/University attending in 2014-2015: 

Current or Proposed College Major:  

Year in School             GPA: Last Term         Overall           

Name of Academic Counselor: 

Academic Counselor Phone #                               E-mail:  

 

Activities: Use additional sheets if necessary.  Include Educational Activities (Student 
Government, Clubs, Awards, Sports, etc.), Community Involvement (Volunteer Activities, 
Organizations, etc.), and any Petroleum/Professional Affiliations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SJV-API Chapter Member that you have a relationship with:  

 

List any special considerations which you feel are pertinent: 

  

 

 

 
                                               Submit applications via email to: 
                   Matt Kedzierski – Scholarship Chairman cmcwhorter@prou.com 

     Charles McWhorter - Scholarship Committee – cmcwhorter@prou.com 
                   Chris Jones – Scholarship Committee cnpjones44@yahoo.com 
                    

APPLICATION DEADLINE: THURSDAY, APRIL 03, 2014 
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