
                                                                                           
      
 

 
 
 
 

                             
Please Visit Our Website www.apibakersfield.org 
 

The SJV Chapter of API meets the third Tuesday of each month at the Petroleum Club 

 

March 2013

  

GENERAL DINNER MEETING 
Tuesday, March19, 2013 

 
SPEAKER: Ahron Hakimi, Executive Director - 
Kern Council of Governments and  
Tony Lusich - DC Inspections 
 
LOCATION:  Bakersfield Petroleum Club  
                 5060 California Ave., 12th Floor 
   Bakersfield, CA 
 
                
TIME:     Social Hour:  6:00 p.m. 
              Tech. Session: 6:30 p.m. 
              Dinner:        7:00 p.m. 
              Speaker:  8:00 p.m. 
               Price:          $25 
 
 

March’s Social Hour is sponsored by 
Brady Walters of Ulterra  

 
 

Reservations 

As most of you are aware, we have 
increased our attendance immensely at the 
API Dinner Meetings.  In order to 
guarantee your seat and dinner choice 
(steak, chicken, salmon, or vegetarian) for 
the meeting, please send in your RSVP to 
Julie Grassi at (661) 632.1400 or 
jgrassi@chevron.com no later than 4:00 
PM on Monday, March 18.  It is important 
that we have our head count and food 
selections turned in to the Petroleum Club 
the day before the event so the appropriate 
amount of tables and seating are setup in 
advance to accommodate the crowd.  Your 
timely response is appreciated. 

 

 
Guest Speaker:   

Ahron Hakimi, Executive Director 
-Kern Council of Governments  

Colonel Ahron Hakimi is in the 
Army Reserve’s Logistics Corps 
and a Supervising Transportation 
Engineer with Caltrans. Hakimi is 
the lead Caltrans official for the 
Thomas Road Improvement 

Program (TRIP), a unique multi-agency coalition 
comprising the City of Bakersfield, County of Kern, 
Caltrans and Kern COG.   

Hakimi received his Masters of Strategic Studies from 
the U.S. Army War College; a Master of Science 
degree in Transportation Management from San Jose 
State University; and a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Civil Engineering from the Polytechnic University in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. He is a registered civil engineer in the 
state of California.  With more than 26 years of 
military service, including combat tours in Somalia, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan, he was awarded the Bronze 
Star in 2005 and has received the Meritorious Service 
Medal four times. 

Topic: Road Development Issues and How They 
Affect the Oil Industry 

TECHNICAL SESSION 
Speaker: Brady Walters, 
Applications Engineering 
Manager - Ulterra 
 
Brady Walters graduated from the 
University of Colorado with a 
BSME in 2006; after which he was 
hired by Smith International as 

Drill Bits Field Engineer.  Walters joined Ulterra in 
2008 and has held various positions from Software 
Developer/Integrator to establishing the PDC Cutter 
Testing Department.   



 

Walters is based out of Ulterra’s Corporate 
Headquarters in Fort Worth, TX and manages the 
local field based Applications Engineers in the U.S. 
and Canada.  He resides in Weatherford with his wife 
Liza and their one year old son Colton.  

Topic: The Basics and Evolution of Modern PDC 
Bit Design  

How rapidly advancing Polycrystalline Diamond 
Compact (PDC) cutter technology has changed the 
face of fixed cutter bit design.  Discussion will 
include how PDC bit designs have evolved in recent 
years and modern design basics that will help in bit 
selection and dull bit evaluation. 

Speaker Sponsor  

This month’s Technical Session is sponsored by API 
Golf Chairman Jim Roberts of Global Elastomeric 
Products and API Board Member David Muth of Muth 
Pumps.  A BIG thank you to Jim and David for their 
generosity and service! There will be a drawing held 
for those who come and actively participate in this 
learning and knowledge sharing event. 
  
Upcoming Events 

To keep things going the right way, we are providing 
a list of upcoming API activities and events so you 
can plan for them. This list will be updated as 
information becomes available. 
 
March 15th  & 16th  Black Gold Melodrama 
May 3rd    Golf Tournament 
May 4th    Relay for Life 
May 10th   Pyle’s Boys Camp BBQ 
June 22nd   Adopt-a-Highway 
October 19th   Adopt-a-Highway 
November 2nd   Oil Baron’s Ball 
 

Newsletter Sponsors 

If you wish to become a Newsletter Sponsor, send an 
email with “Newsletter Sponsor” in the subject line to 
Newsletter Editor, Laurie Alexander, at 
laurie_alexander@rocketmail.com.  Remit your payment 
online or to Treasurer Debbie Caywood.  

Sponsorship Rates 
 
Size Monthly Full Year 
Business Card $30 $200 
Half Page $100 $700 
Full Page $200 $1,400 

 

API Website 

Visit the API website www.apibakersfield.org. There 
are pictures of events, archived newsletters, and links 
to other informative websites. You can also pay for 
the monthly dinner meeting and your newsletter 
sponsorship; start paying the easy way with API’s 
PayPal buttons!  To see additional photos visit our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/APIBakersfield. 

Super Prize Raffle 

We’ve got another fabulous SUPER Prize valued at 
over $200 courtesy of David Muth of Muth Pumps.  
Thank you to David for all he does.  Bring a few extra 
bucks to the March meeting and you could be the next 
Super Prize winner.  The February Super Prize raffle 
raised $1,571 for the API Scholarship Fund. 

Adopt-A-Highway 

On Saturday, February 23rd, API Members gathered 
for the quarterly cleanup of our stretch of Enos Lane 
between Stockdale and Rosedale Highways.  We 
started the day with breakfast at the Golden Bull 
hosted by Doreen Morken of GASSCO.  After 
reviewing the CALTRANS Safety requirements and 
donning our PPE, everyone headed off to do their part 
in API's Community Involvement in support of the 
Keep California Beautiful Campaign. We gathered 24 
bags of trash along the two miles of roadway in just 
under two hours. 

Thanks to the following volunteers who worked from 
7:00 am to 10:00 am: Bob Williams, Lyndy Affeld, 
Debbie Caywood, Todd Bivens, Sherry Brew, 
Michelle Sneath, Marcia Rodriguez, Ray Rodriguez, 
David Budy, Terra Gaines, Lonnie Kerley, Coleton 
Kerley, George Gray, and Bill St.Clair the API Adopt-
A-Highway Chairman 

 

 



 

While picking up the trash the volunteers searched for 
what they thought would be either the most unique or 
the most valuable find.  

David Budy found the “Most Valuable Find”, a $5 bill. 

 

Sherry Brew found the “Most Unique Find”, a witch’s 
finger.  

 

Our Next Adopt-A-Highway outing will be June 22nd. 

 

Golf Tournament 

The API Golf Tournament is May 3, 2013. Sundale, 
Stockdale, and River Lake have all SOLD OUT.   If 
you would like to donate raffle prizes please contact 
Dan at (661) 343.2808 or dlsliter@pcl.com. 

Relay for Life  

Thank you to our Team Sponsors! 
Cannon (League Champions) 

Robin’s Envirovac (Division Champions) 
TJ Cross Engineers (Booster Club) 

Delta Pump Systems (Hometown Fans) 
 
Our 2013 goal is to have 65 registered team members, 
and raise over $53,000; to do so we need sponsors! 
 
We have the following sponsorship levels available: 
 
World Series Champions ($5,000) - receives 10 
team t-shirts, logo on stage banner, logo on t-shirt, 
logo at campsite, business card in Relay program, and 
recognition on Relay website and Facebook page  
League Champions ($2,000) - receives 4 team t-
shirts, logo on t-shirt, logo at campsite, business card 
in Relay program, and recognition on Relay website 
and Facebook page  
Division Champions ($1,000) - receives 2 team t-
shirts, logo at campsite, business card in Relay 
program, and recognition on Relay website and 
Facebook page  
Booster Club ($500) - receives 1 team t-shirt, logo at 
campsite, business card in Relay program, and 
recognition on Relay website and Facebook page 
Hometown Fans ($250) – receives business card in 
Relay program, and recognition on Relay website and 
Facebook page  
Raffle Prizes - logo at campsite and recognition on 
Relay website and Facebook page.  Requesting the 
following raffle prizes: iPod Touch, Xbox Kinect, 
men’s bicycle, children’s bicycle, flat screen TV, any 
items valued at over $50.  
 
If you’d like to sponsor the team, please contact 
Laurie Alexander, the Team Captain, at 
laurie_alexander@rocketmail.com. If you’d like to 
join our team or make a donation, please visit 
http://main.acsevents.org/goto/API. Visit our 
Facebook page to keep up to date with the team and 
see photos from past shows and Relays. 
https://www.facebook.com/APIBGPRelayForLifeTeam 

 

 



1920 18th St. (2 blocks west of the Padre Hotel)
 

The API/Black Gold Productions Relay for Life Team has donated 
over $400,000 to the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life.

To make a donation please visit http://main.acsevents.org/goto/API. 
Visit us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/APIBGPRelayForLifeTeam. 

Book by Tim KELLY
Music and Lyrics by Bill FRANCOEUR

Produced by special arrangement with Pioneer Drama Service, Inc., Englewood, CO

or...Norma’s Desperate to Get Back to the Boulevard!or...Norma’s Desperate to Get Back to the Boulevard!

FEATURING: JORGE BRICENO STACEY BRICENO ZAELIN BROWN STARLYN FIKKERT 

MIKE HANDREN ERICKA HARPER VERN HARPER STEPHANIE LEWIS RACHELLE LEONE JAMES MCCALL 

MARCK MAROUN JEAN PETERS LANA ROBERTSON CHRIS SELZER DAN SLITER MARIE WOODARD

               

 

Rated 

G

Director STACEY BRICENO
Choreographer MARVIN RAMEY

Technical Director MIKE HANDREN 
Publicity Designer LAURIE ALEXANDER

MARCH 8, 9, 10, 15, and 16 at the Masonic Temple

TICKETS/INFORMATION
www.BGP-plays.com
info@BGP-plays.com 

Mike Handren 661.330.0423

Price: $20 for evening performances (dinner is included)
*$10 for the Sunday matinee (show only)

Evening: Doors open at 5:30 pm, show starts at 7:00 pm
Matinee: Doors open at 1:30 pm, show starts at 2:00 pm



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Laurie Alexander, Mendy Brown,  
or Mike Handren to Purchase Tickets 

6oz Joe’s Steak 

Wood Grilled Chicken 

Sierra Mountain Ribs 
All meals are served with Mountain 

Mashers and Blue Lake Green Beans and 
include your choice of soup or salad.  

Available dine-in or take-out. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SPCC Plans 
EIRs, Geotechnical, Environmental, and 

Water Resources Engineering 

 
Aaron McWilliams, P.E. 
Laurie Alexander 
(661) 327-7601 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Save Energy and 

Cut Oil & Gas Well Pulling 50% 
 

                                                            

                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Notice how the solids on the Conventional API pump are 

funneled outward into the gap between the plunger connector 

and the pump barrel wall. This will cause the API plunger to 

stick in the barrel and/or shorten its run life.  

 

In comparison, notice how the solids in the “FARRTM” pump 

are channeled inward, keeping solids in solution at all times, 

thus not letting them between the plunger and barrel wall. 

   

The FARRTM Plunger will stay in the ground 3 to 6 times 

longer than a Conventional API plunger.   
     

 

Muth Pump LLC. 
Phone: 661-588-8700 

Fax: 661-836-1512 

Garold Muth cell: 661-333-1297 

David  Muth cell: 661-805-6520 
www.muthpump.com 

 
FARR PLUNGER ADVANTAGES 

 Increased pump life 3-6 times longer        Increased Production Efficiency 

 Increased Production & Profits               Reduce Environmental Spill Incidents 

 Reduce Well Pulling by 50%       Sticking Plungers Eliminated      Saves Energy 

                  Plunger Comparison         

    API Conventional      vs.        FarrTM Plunger 
             US Patent #6543,543 B2 

 

™ 

 

"By “FARR”, We Make Your Rod Pumps The Best In The Industry!" 

 

The FARR Plunger is designed for use with rod pumps in oil 

and gas wells.  Its unique design allows it to pump when sand 

and other solids are present without sticking.  It can be used in 

any API pump barrel for insert and tubing pumps. 



 

CHAIRMAN 
Matt Kedzierski 

Aera Energy 
665-5919 

mkedzierski@aeraenergy.com 

VICE CHAIRMAN 
Dan Sliter 

PCL  
343-2808 

dlsliter@pcl.com 
  

TREASURER 
Debbie Caywood 

Gassco 
330-8740 

d-caywood@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY 
Don Taft 

C & H Testing 
979-3074 

don@candhtesting.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Jimmy Dean 

Baker Hughes 
805-8690 

james.dean@bakerhughes.com 
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API would like to thank all of those that donated door prizes 
for the February meeting 

Dan Tuttle - DOGGR Retired   Gregg Linville -  EV Downhole Video 
Bob Moore - Bob Moore and Associates  Randy Adams - SCS Tracer Environmental 

Steve Sturgeon - Pengo Wireline   Jimmy Leal - Pros (x2) 
Dave Mersereau - Pacific Process Systems (x2)   Jay Haney -  Pacific Process Systems (x2) 

Ed Rodrigues - Pros  Amy Ramos - United Staffing Associates 
Ed Ott Braun - Electric (x3)   Dave Lutz - Braun Electric (x2) 

Kevin Blankenship - Braun Electric   Sandi Billingsley Proline Systems 
Joe Billingsley - NOV (x2)   John Kraetch - McJunkin Redman Corp 

Garold Muth - Muth Pumps  David Muth - Muth Pumps 
Ron McGowan - Downhole Stabilization  Danny Caraan - Weir Oil & Gas 

Pierce O’Leary -  Pengo Wireline  Dave Lefler - Naftex 
Michael Geherty - Baker Hughes  James “Ernie” Ernest - ESI 

Robin Brassfield-Cooper - Robin’s Envirovac  Laurie Alexander - GEI Consultants 
Aaron McWilliams - GEI Consultants  Charlie McWhorter - Process Unlimited 

Jimmy Dean - Baker Hughes  Lyndy Affeld - Compressco Partners LP 


